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Editorial 


The  beginning  of  a  new  year  is  an  opportune  time 
for  self-inspection.  Nexus,  the  school  newspaper, 
was  created  for  a  variety  of  reasons.  The  most 
important  of  these  reasons  was,  as  Reza  Dibadj  so 
aptly  put  it,  "to  provide  an  ideal  medium  for  the 
members  of  the  Selwyn  House  community  to  express 
their  ideas."  More  than  that.  Nexus  tried  to  be,  by 
definition,  a  connection  among  students,  a  unifying 
bond,  and  a  physical  item  that  students  could  justi- 
fiably claim  as  their  own.  Although  the  first  nine 
issues  were  innovative  and  interesting,  the  success  of 
the  first  volume  was  far  from  immeasurable.  Many 
articles  were  not  well-received  because  of  their  lack 
of  creative  writing,  but  the  fiercest  critics  never 
submitted  articles  themselves.  As  the  year  pro- 
gressed, it  became  apparent  that  TV^xus  was  becom- 
ing a  private  medium  for  the  few  who  chose  to  use  its 
space.  Rolf  Strom-Olsen's  articles,  though  well- 
stated  and  concise,  were  turning  the  newspaper  into 
a  political  forum.  Was  the  lack  of  participation  due 
to  the  poor  quality  of  the  content  (which  I  doubt)  or 
(How  many  times  have  we  heard  this  lame  reason- 
ing?) the  "apathy  of  the  student  body"?  I  cannot 
understand  why  we  have  received  only  one  letter  to 
this  date,  despite  some  articles  that  seemed  to  be 
pushing  too  hard  to  create  controversy,  such  as  the 
overstated  article  on  the  "serious  problem"  of  alcohol- 
ism in  our  school. 

The  newspaper's  second  year  begins  with  some 
important  changes.  Reza  Dibadj,  the  co-editor,  has 
moved  on  to  bigger  (though  not  necessarily  better) 
challenges,  and  Blake  Ferger,  a  contributor  of  some 
well-written  articles,  has  been  appointed  to  fill  his 
shoes.  In  response  to  our  end-of-year  poll,  photogra- 
phy will  be  included  in  each  issue.  Mr.  McMillan  is 
designing  a  new  format  on  the  Macintosh  com- 
puter— the  appearance  of  each  issue  will  be  neater  as 
the  cutting  and  pasting  process  is  eliminated.  Grade 
representatives  may  all  have  been  elected  by  the 
time  this  appears,  ensuring  responsible  writers.  If  a 
grade  is  displeased  with  a  writer,  it  may  promptly 
replace  him.  We  hope  to  make  it  easier  and  more 
convenient  for  you  to  publish  your  work  by  adding 
submission  boxes  to  each  homeroom.  These  will  also 
serve  as  a  constant  reminder  of  Nexus  *s  existence.  A 
schedule  will  be  posted  with  pertinent  information. 
Deadlines  and  circulation  procedures  will  be  normal- 
ized, with  deadlines  approximately  every  three 
weeks. 

New  columns  are  in  the  works.  Among  the  it«ms 
appearing  in  each  issue  might  be  polls  on  varying 
subjects,  quizzes  with  prizes,  weekly  anecdotes  from 


the  past  (something  similar  to  Moo's  memories),  and 
interviews  with  members  of  the  staff.  Nothing  is 
concreteyet,  so  suggestions  will  be  eagerly  welcomed 
as  always.  Finally,  a  number  of  talented  artists  have 
taken  the  burden  upon  themselves  to  continue  the 
excellent  standards  of  Sywa  Sung,  among  them 
Earle  Weigensberg,  Conor  Sampson,  and  Nha 
Voduc. 

Some  people  enjoy  reading  Nexus  .  Some  people 
enjoy  writing  for  it.  But  with  everyone's 
participation,  Nexus  will  become  an  enjoyable 
newspaper  for  all  of  Selwyn  House. 


Grade  Eleven 
Orientation  Weekend 

The  Graduating  Class  of  1988  began  the 
school  year  on  a  high  note  this  year.  It  began  on 
Thursday,  September  10th  with  the  annual  Orienta- 
tion Weekend.  The  motive  for  the  trip  was  a  simple 
one:  to  produce  leadership  and  unity  among  the 
Grade  Elevens.  Everyone  thoroughly  enjoyed  them- 
selves, and  the  trip  was  an  overall  success  thanks  to 
good  planning  and  participation. 

On  Thursday,  after  a  brief  lunch  at  school, 
the  class  departed  for  Emmett  Campbell's  farm  near 
Hawkesbury,  Ontario,  where  it  was  to  spend  the  next 
two  nights.  During  the  "hour  and  a  half  bus  ride 
(which  ended  up  lasting  a  little  longer  due  to  some 
troubles  with  the  compass),  campers-to-be  tried  to 
finish  up  summer  reading,  played  cards,  and  partici- 
pated in  a  violent  water  fight.  After  arriving  and 
settling  into  their  assigned  tents,  the  students 
played  simultaneous  games  of  football,  soccer,  and 
fi-isbee — there  were  a  few  near  collisions  as  everyone 
was  making  diving  catches.  After  a  burnt  spaghetti 
dinner,  we  began  our  first  of  several  leadership 
sessions.  The  "moon"  and  "Joe  Doodlebug^  activities 
were  both  interesting  and  provocative,  but  the  over- 
all winner  was  the  "pins  and  straws"  activity  which 
provided  some  clever  insights  into  the  personalities 
of  our  grade's  leaders  —  dictators,  democrats,  and 
Quinlans.  Towards  midnight  most  retreated  to  the 
safety  of  the  tents,  while  some  challenged  the  notion 
that  the  giant  piles  of  dung  had  not  been  left  by  bears 
and  slept  outside. 

The  following  day,  the  class  engaged  in  a 
variety  of  activities:  rock  climbing,  canoeing,  and  ori- 
enteering. The  rock  climbing  was  a  new  experience 
for  most  (some  true  woodsmen  were  already  experi- 
enced"Outward  Boundsmen").  Each  studenthadthe 
opportunity  to  rappel  down  a  70  foot  cliff  and  then 
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climb  back  up  a  sheer  rock  face  using  just  hands  and 
feet.  The  canoeing  provided  us  with  an  insight  on  who 
is  and  who  isn't  blessed  with  great  balance  in  our 
grade  (or  great  weight  distribution).  The  daring  duo 
of  Vinh  and  Schwartz  couldn't  seem  to  stay  afloat, 
and  the  near-sighted  duo  of  Dimitriou  and  Freheit 
were  swallowed  whole  by  the  rapids.  They  survived; 
their  glasses  did  not.  Finally,  we  orienteered,  but  we 
discovered  we  had  learned  all  we  wanted  to  know 
about  compasses  and  scale  maps  in  Grade  Eight 
Geographie.  After  dinner,  the  entire  group  sat 
around  the  campfire  and  judged  the  electrifying  per- 
formances of  "The  Flying  Avo's"  and  "Murphy  and 
the  Molars,"  together  with  the  other  equally  talented 
groups.  As  the  embers  died,  most  retreated  again  to 
their  tents,  but  the  same  brave  souls  who  had  nar- 
rowly escaped  death  by  clawed  paw  the  night  before 
took  one  chance  too  many.  Numerous  cries  of  "Help!" 
were  heard  above  the  roar  of  the  rushing  water  as  the 
heavens  opened  up  unmercifully  at  3  a.m. 

The  white  water  rafting  on  the  third  day  of 
the  trip  was  definitely  the  highlight.  After  the  hearty 
breakfast  (well-deserved  for  surviving  two  days  of 
teacher  glob  —  no  offense,  guys,  but  teach  you  can. 
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cook  you  can't)  served  to  us  by  New  World  Rafting 
Expeditions,  we  equipped  ouiselves  with  wet  suit, 
helmet,  paddle,  and  headed  down  to  the  i  i  vcr.  Water 
fights  between  rival  boats  erupted  at  first,  but  we 
soon  discovered  it  was  wiser  to  save  one's  energy  for 
the  rapids.  We  were  tospod,  turned,  flipped,  and 
tumble  dried  in  such  obstiities  as  the  "Can-Opener," 
"Washing  Machine,"  and  "Hamburger  Maker."  It 
was  not  long  until  everyone  had  had  first  hand 
experience  at  tasting  the  white  water.. .face-first. 
"Heartbreak  Hill"  led  to  hot  tubs  and  steaks,  and  the 
ride  home  promised  comfy  beds  soon  to  come. 

Every  school  trip  requires  arduous  planning, 
but  this  more  than  most.  The  accompanying  teach- 
ers, too  many  to  name  but  all  well  appreciated, 
cooked  for  us,  organized  us  into  successful  groups, 
arranged  the  planning  of  al!  the  activites,  and  all  but 
changed  our  dirty  diapers.  The  class  was  visibly 
drawn  closer  together  as  the  weekend  progressed,  a 
bond  which  we  should  keep  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year  and  our  lives.  Orientation  Weekend  '87  was  a 
weekend  none  of  us  will  soon  forget. 

Doug  Naudie 
Jared  Tobman 


By  popular  demand,  Italian  Master  Chef  replaces  'Red'  Beauchamp 
at  Grade  11  OrientationWeekend. 
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The  Grade  10 
Trip  to  Stratford 


This  year's  trip  began  on  a  wet,  dreary 
Wednesday  morning  at  7:30  a.m.  Since  the  bus  ride 
was  eight  hours  long,  many  students  passed  the  time 
playing  cards,  finishing  up  summer  reading,  listen- 
ing to  Walkmans,  or  sleeping.  The  ride  was  broken 
by  several  pit-stops  on  the  way.  At  4:00  p.m.  the 
buses  finally  reached  our  destination  in  Stratford, 
the  Festival  Inn.  With  three  and  a  half  hours  of  free 
time  on  our  hands,  most  students  played  shuflfle- 
board.  At  about  6:00  p.m.  the  students  traipsed  over 
to  the  local  McDonald's.  After  dinner,  many  of  us 
tested  our  skills  (and  our  stomachs)  across  the  street 
at  an  itinerant  go-cart  track.  At  7:30  p.m.  the  buses 
took  us  to  the  Festival  Theater  (eds.  note:  not  related 
to  the  inn)  to  see  Cabaret  ,  which  the  students  in 
general  thought  was  a  very  good  play.  After  the  play, 
a  rap  session  with  our  teachers  took  place,  but  since 
most  students  were  not  musically  inclined,  we  sim- 
ply talked  with  them.  After  the  so-called  rap  session, 
many  students  took  to  playing  low  stakes  poker  way 
into  the  night. 

The  following  morning  many  students  trekked 
over  to  McDonald's  again.  After  breakfast  we  went 
on  a  guided  tour  of  Stratford,  and  we  discovered  that 
Stratford  is  a  very  nice  town.  We  were  then  taken  to 
a  hall  where  we  listened  to  an  interesting  lecture  on 
the  Stratford  Festival,  it  being  the  thirty-fifth  anni- 
versary of  the  Festival.  We  returned  to  the  inn  by 
1:00  p.m.  and  were  let  loose  on  the  city  of  Stratford 
vmtil  7:30  p.m.  Most  of  the  students  spent  the  time 
playing  tennis  and  shuffleboard,  swimming,  go-cart- 
ing, and  eating.  At  7:30  we  were  taken  to  see 
Shakespeare's  Othello  .  Unfortunately,  the  produc- 
tion was  not  enjoyed  by  most,  and  many  students  did 
not  hesitate  to  make  use  of  this  time  to  catch  up  on 
some  much-needed  sleep.  Some  students,  however, 
enjoyed  the  performance  thoroughly. 

Friday  morning  we  packed  our  bags  and  left  for 
Toronto,  where  it  was  decided  to  cancel  our  visit  to 
Ontario  Place  on  account  of  bad  weather.  Instead,  we 
roamed  the  downtown  area  until  we  were  allowed  to 
check  into  the  Ramada  Hotel.  We  soon  departed  for 
the  Royal  York,  where  we  saw  a  Murder  Mystery/ 
Dinner  Theatre.  Everybody  had  a  great  time  as  it 
was  a  very  funny  play  in  which  the  actors  actually 
mingled  with  the  audience.  If  we  weren't  laughing 
at  Tony's  flammable  hair,  or  death  threats  from 
Vinny  and  Luigi,  it  was  at  stories  about  Byron's  pink 
tutu.  That  night  after  the  play,  most  of  the  students 


again  roamed  the  downtown  streets  trying  to  catch  a 
glimpse  of  the  Canada  Cup  from  store  windows. 
Saturday  morning  we  packed  our  bags  and  headed 
home,  but  not  before  a  quick  stop  at  the  Ontario 
Science  Center. 

After  four  days  and  three  nights  the  trip  con- 
cluded with  only  a  few  problems  and  a  lot  of  good 
times.  A  big  part  of  what  made  the  trip  so  much  fun 
was  the  fact  that  the  students  cooperated  well  with 
the  teachers,  who  were  in  turn  lenient. 

-Greg  Speirs 


Science  Puzzle 

In  baseball,  a  knuckleball  is  a  pitch  delivered  with 
very  little  rotation.  Some  rotation  is  necessary  to 
cause  the  ball  to  take  an  unpredictable  path,  making 
it  difficult  to  hit  (as  well  as  catch). 

On  the  other  hand,  a  tennis  ball  hit  "flat"  travels 
through  the  air  with  a  "true"  trajectory.  What  is  the 
difference  between  a  baseball  and  a  tennis  ball  which 
results  in  these  opposite  effects  when  moving 
through  the  air  with  slow  rotation? 
ANSWER  NEXT  ISSUE! 

-Mr.  Andrew  Lumsden 


The  First  Annual 

Selwyn  House  Joke 

Contest! 


Many  Selwyn  Boys  like  to  think  that  they  are 
funny.  But  let's  not  talk  about  looks;  let's  talk  about 
jokes!  To  all  the  students  and  staff  who  think  they 
are  funny,  put  yourself  to  the  test —  The  First  Annual 
Selwyn  House  Joke  Contest!! 

Please  place  all  entries  in  the  suggestion  box  by 
October  7th.  Enter  as  many  times  as  you  wish.  There 
will  be  four  categories  to  be  judged  by  the  Nexus 
staff:  best  Senior  School  joke,  best  Junior  School  joke, 
best  Staff  joke,  and  best  overall  joke.  Winning 
entries  will  be  printed  in  Nexus .  Teachers,  don'thold 
back! 

-Greg  Speirs 
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Survey 


Welcome  to  the  survey  section  of  the  first  edition 
of  Nexus  for  the  1987-88  academic  year.  The  editors 
of  the  secondary  school's  newspaper  have  decided  to 
add  this  column  beginning  with  this  second  year  of 
publication.  It  will  be  our  pleasure  to  present  to  you 
not  only  interesting  but  original  questions  and  an- 
swers. 

The  four  questions  we  asked  concern  the  ideal  of 
honesty  in  everyday  Selwyn  House  activities. 

1.  Have  you  ever  cheated  on  a  test? 

2.  Have  you  ever  read  Coles  Notes  as  a  complete 
or  partial  replacement  for  the  actual  required  read- 
ing? 

3.  Have  you  ever  copied  someone's  homework? 

4.  Have  you  ever  plagiarized?  (Plagiarism  is  pre- 
senting someone  else's  work  or  ideas  as  your  own.) 

Don't  worry,  all  you  Grade  9,10,  and  11  students 
who  were  asked  these  questions.  As  we  promised, 
your  names  shall  remain  anonymous. 

Of  the  forty  Grade  9  students  surveyed,  26,  or 
65%,  admitted  to  cheating  on  a  test.  Of  the  thirty 
Grade  10  students  surveyed,  28,  or  93.3%,  admitted 
to  cheating  on  a  test.  In  grade  11,  a  total  of  29  out  of 
30  students,  or  96.7%.  admitted  to  cheating  on  a  test. 


In  Grade  9,18  out  of  40  students,  or  45%,  admitted 
to  having  read  Coles  Notes  as  a  complete  or  partial 
replacement  for  the  actual  required  reading.  Of  the 
thirty  Grade  10  students  surveyed,  21,  or  70%, 
admitted  to  using  Coles  Notes  in  this  way,  and  20  out 
of  30,  or  66.7%  of  Grade  11  students  answered  posi- 
tively. 

In  Grade  9,  37  out  of  40  students,  or  92.5%, 
admitted  to  copying  someone  else's  homework.  In 
Grade  10, 28  out  of  30  students,  or  93.3%,  in  grade  11, 
29  out  of  30  students,  or  96.7%,  also  answered  this 
question  in  the  affirmative. 

In  Grade  9,  9  out  of  40,  or  22.5%,  admitted  that 
they  had  plagiarized.  The  figures  and  percentages 
for  Grades  10  &  11  were  20  out  of  30  (66.7%)  and  22 
out  of  30  (73.3%)  respectively. 

[Editor's  Note:  The  margin  of  error  for  this  survey 
is  almost  certain  to  be  great.  For  one  reason  or 
another,  students  may  not  have  answered  the  ques- 
tions truthfully,  and  an  accurate  sample  may  not 
have  been  obtained.  Nevertheless,  even  with  a  wide 
margin  of  error,  the  results  are  deplorable.] 

There  you  have  it.  Have  we  upset  anybody?  Think 
about  it,  students.  Isn't  it  a  little  ridiculous  to  be 
mocking  honesty  with  ample  amounts  of  dishonesty 
in  practically  each  and  every  classroom  of  the  Secon- 
dary School? 

Rich  Schwartz 
Mike  Avedesian 


'r*^: 
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A  Brief  Analogy 


September  is  a  month  notable  for  two  reasons: 
School  begins  again,  and  the  pennant  drive  is  on. 
This  coincidence  allows  comparison.  Just  as  almost 
no  team  is  mathematically  eliminated  from  conten- 
tion, so  too  no  student  is  yet  behind  0-2.  Most  play- 
ers and  students  have  come  out  of  the  summer 
healthy  and  look  forward  to  establishing  themselves 
early  on.  In  baseball  as  in  school,  after  all,  a  reputa- 
tion is  only  as  good  as  the  most  recent  at  bats. 
Managers  and  teachers  put  their  teams  on  the  field, 
but  merely  provide  the  signs.  Missing  the  bunt  or  hit- 
and-run,  the  deadline  or  the  answer,  are  deadly  sins. 
Management  reacts  to  losing  streaks. 

Yet  the  joy  of  winning  keeps  us  at  the  game. 
Journeymen  rise  to  stardom  with  a  few  well-placed 
hits;  chronic  underachievers  surprise  and  delight 


with  fresh  resolution.  Rookies  try  to  feign  cool;  new 
boys  know  still  how  to  laugh  and  smile.  Fans  watch 
the  boxscores  as  augerers  entrails;  teachers  forget 
the  spring  and  scan  for  pearls.  The  sins  or  successes 
of  September  render  April  cruel  or  kind. 

The  analogy  breaks  down,  though,  as  inevitably 
theboysof  summer  fade.  Who  won?  Who  scuffs  the 
ball?  Who  corks  his  bat?  Who  knows?  Does  it  matter 
that  cheaters  like  Tommy  John  win  games  in  the  Se- 
ries? The  apparent  answer  from  too  many  seems  a  re- 
sounding maybe.  The  results  of  this  journal's  first 
survey  indicate  that  the  analogy  extends  at  least  this 
far:  the  convenient  morality  of  a  Gaylord  Perry  or 
Shoeless  Joe  Jackson  lurks  behind  the  smiles  of  too 
many  of  the  boys  of  September. 

-Geoffrey  Dowd 
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